Belconnen
Flea Bog Flat
This area off Jaeger Circuit in Bruce is certainly one I’ll visit again.  A fledgling Pacific Koel was moving around the woodland patch, with two very busy Red Wattlebirds appearing every few minutes with food. Throughout the area there were dozens of Silvereyes, with smaller numbers of Grey Fantails and various thornbills.
Umbagong District Park, Latham
 Where is it: off Florey Drive in Latham The last time I visited this park on Ginninderra Creek was so long ago that I had no memory of it, so this time I managed to get myself very thoroughly lost, and walked several kilometres more than I’d intended. Observations from others on the subsequent Wednesday Walk confirmed the creek area was much more accessible (less reeds) when COG had visited some years ago. I visited on a very warm day, and the birds were very quiet (the Wednesday Walk a few days later was much more productive). The highlights of this recce were the water dragons, some quite large, sunning themselves on rocks in the creek. A Leaden Flycatcher was calling around the playground area.
Black Mountain woodland walk
Where is it: this loop walk starts and ends at the Caswell Drive carpark. I joined a couple of other COG members for this walk organised not as a COG outing but a Friends of Black Mountain outing. The weather was a little threatening, and rain started as we finished the walk. The undoubted highlight was good views of a pair of Varied Sittellas flying across the track and stopping in a trackside tree. Quite a few parrots, including Crimson and Eastern Rosellas, and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, were investigating hollows or looked to be already settled in hollows. Slightly earlier in the morning I’d walked part of the track and found a variety of honeyeaters, with Brown-headed Honeyeaters the most numerous, as well as a pair of Olive-backed Orioles and numerous small birds.
John Knight Memorial Park
Where is it – close to Lake Ginninderra and the Belconnen Town Centre. Several people put in eBird lists from this park, so I visited at the start of October. There are several pools, some large trees, and grassy areas. The usual ducks and waterhens are all present, and a number of Little Black Cormorants were fishing in one of the ponds. The most notable observation was a White-winged Chough being attacked by three Australian Magpies. The Chough was on the ground, on its back. When I stood right next to it the Magpies departed. I lifted the Chough onto its feet, where it stood trembling for some time before walking off slowly. 
Eardley Street Ponds, Bruce 
There had been some eBird reports from these wetlands, which I recall seeing years ago as I drove past, but had never visited. A 30-minute visit produced 19 species, including four species of ducks, and it is a pleasant walk. It’s obviously popular – there was a fisherman, several people sitting on benches and a few other walkers. The ponds are on either side of Eardley St, and there is parking on Thynne St.
- CIT, Bruce Where is it: off Haydon Drive in Bruce Whenever I passed by this looked like a leafy campus, so a likely birding spot. I visited on a cold, windy day. The main carpark areas have shrubby edges, there are numbers of large eucalypts on the campus, and there were numbers of small birds twittering in Bruce Ridge reserve just across the road. Rosellas and Galahs were exploring hollows in larger trees. Unfortunately I was there on a weekend, and access to the horticulture area, which includes a pond, was not possible – I will visit again on a day when I can check that out! Well worth checking out on a nicer day in breeding season, when I suspect there might be a lot more activity.

