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WORKSHOP: Basics of Grassy Ecosystems Conservation

LAUNCH: Grassy Ecosystem Management Kit

Saturday 12 November, 1:45 to 4:45pm
Mugga-Mugga Education Centre

Narrabundah Lane, Symonston ACT
This workshop, aimed at the non-professional, will look at aspects of the conservation of grasslands and grassy woodlands. Speakers will explain how to identify different ecosystems and plants, explore what makes them special, how to best manage them, and where to find some of the best sites. The Grassy ecosystem management kit will be launched. While the workshop targets beginners, it is hoped that all members and friends of FOG will find it helpful.

The cost of the workshop is $10 (or $5 concession) to cover venue hire and afternoon tea, which will be provided. To register, send you name, e-mail address or phone number, and money to FOG, PO Box 44, Majors Creek, NSW 2622. Please register early (in advance) to be sure of getting a place and to assist with planning. 
Session 1: An ecosystem approach to conservation. Geoff Robertson. Conserving whole ecosystems is a relatively new conservation approach. In the Canberra region there are alpine, forest, woodland, grassland, heath and shrub lands, and wetlands and marine environments. Geoff will explore why these different ecosystems exist, what distinguishes them, how well each is faring, and what is being done to protect them.   

Session 2: Grassy ecosystems management kit. Sarah Sharp, who with Josh Dorrough, Rainer Rehwinkel and David Eddy is author of the Kit, will outline how it can be used to assess a site and prepare an adaptive conservation management plan.  
Session 3: Dominant and other grasses of grassy ecosystems. Geoff Robertson. Grassy ecosystems are often named after their dominant grass, e.g. river tussock, kangaroo grass (tall and short), spear grass (tall and short), wallaby grass and red-anthered wallaby grass. Geoff will illustrate these grasses, and less dominant species, in their ecosystem context. 

Session 4: Managing native grasslands. David Eddy is author of Managing native grasslands: a guide to management for conservation, production, and landscape protection. David will explain conservation goals and management methods to restore grassy ecosystems and keeping them healthy. 
Session 5: Weeding to restore your patch and keep it healthy. Margaret Ning, who has many years of experience with weeding for conservation, will explain how to develop a weed strategy, key weed species and their identification and ecology, methods of weed control, equipment and training, and two case studies: Garuwanga and Old Cooma Common.
Session 6: Grassland species, their importance, and where to see them. Botanist Rainer Rehwinkel (with others) has been surveying grassland sites on the Southern Tablelands. At each site he has been recording plant species and measuring their abundance, data that will be an essential tool in assessing the conservation value of the sites. Rainer will provide 'thumbnail sketches' of six easily accessible sites: Old Cooma Common, Turallo and Gundary in NSW, and Conder, Barton, and Grace in the ACT.    
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