


THE SWIFT PARROT STORY- MAY 1998





The news from the Swift Parrot side of the fence is that more Swift Parrots were seen than on any other weekend since the weekend counts began in August 1995.  Of the 565 birds seen, 285 were recorded in the Maryborough-Dunolly region in central western Victoria, and these birds were feeding on the nectar and lerp of the Yellow Gum (Eucalyptus leucoxylon) and the Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa).  Two naturalists, Garry Cheers and Brian Watts saw 250 birds between them on this weekend!  This should give hope to the newer searchers on this survey, as Garry has often missed out on Swifties altogether in the past, but saw 184 this year!  No-one anywhere west of Chiltern saw a Regent though, and as many of us are aware the Regents have largely disappeared from their Victorian range-  Any record west of Rushworth is an extremely important one.





The Swift Parrot record overview table breaks down the total result into regions.  I hope you find it interesting.  The Bendigo and Rushworth areas had a reasonable number of Swift Parrot records, but they were not as numerous as they were around Maryborough.  There have been a few records along the New South Wales coastal region (Edwin Vella’s find the most notable), but despite the much improved coverage of this region, there were not as many birds as in Victoria.  North-east Victoria was unusually quiet, as was the western slopes of New South Wales.  Comments like “very quiet”, “dry this year” and “few birds” were frequent from these regions, and few or no birds were found in a number of places that Swift Parrots often use during their mainland wanderings:  Capertee Valley, Killawarra State Forest and Cookamidgera State Forest did not exactly relive past glories.  This result just goes to show why observers are needed all across the Swift Parrots range on a regular basis for us to gain the knowledge on which areas are of paramount importance for the Swift Parrots continued survival.





Many participants on this survey know the Capertee Valley, and know Chiltern and the large Rushworth forest.  But this year, relatively little known haunts such as Tunstalls State Forest (only 1600ha), Havelock State Forest and Crosbie State Forest each had more birds than Capertee and Chiltern put together!





Of course in August the whole picture will change, and different observers will hit the jackpot and the lucky May observers might miss out.  As we head into July an increasing number of Swift Parrots are being seen in the forests around Bendigo, using Red Ironbark (Eucalyptus tricarpa) nectar, and flowering Red Ironbark has also attracted large numbers to the Paddys Ranges near Maryborough.  Near Sydney at least 100 birds have been camped at Londonderry for some time.  The Grey Box has finished flowering in Victoria and the White Box (Eucalyptus albens) is starting to come out.  If the Red Ironbark nectar resource that is supporting so many birds in central Victoria at the moment drops away considerably by early August, observers in north-east Victoria and the western slopes of New South Wales may find themselves with a few visitors from further south (ie Swift Parrots). As the availability of the food resources used by the Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater wax and wane across the landscape, the distribution of the birds will change with each month.  Then it is up to us to find them, and what has brought them there.















































SWIFT PARROTS IN MAY 1998: OVERVIEW


�
hits �
misses�
birds�
food resources used�
�
Victoria�
33�
51�
465�
�
�
Bendigo�
2�
5�
85�
Grey Box fruit �
�
Maryborough-Dunolly�
18�
19�
285�
Yellow Gum lerp and nectar, Grey Box lerp and nectar�
�
Rushworth�
10�
2�
78�
Grey Box nectar, Sugar Gum lerp, River Red Gum lerp, Yellow Box galls�
�
St.Arnaud�
1�
2�
2�
�
�
North-east�
2�
16�
15�
Mugga lerp, Blakelys Red Gum lerp�
�
Southern Victoria�
0�
5�
0�
�
�
other areas�
0�
2�
0�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
New South Wales�
4�
96�
100�
�
�
Central Coast�
2�
33�
90�
Mugga nectar�
�
South-west slopes�
0�
5�
0�
�
�
Central west slopes�
2�
30�
10�
�
�
Northern Tablelands�
0�
10�
0�
�
�
North Coast�
0�
11�
0�
�
�
South Coast�
0�
4�
0�
�
�
Central Tablelands�
0�
3�
0�
�
�
Queensland�
0�
1�
0�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Australia�
36�
79�
563�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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