


THE REGENT HONEYEATER STORY- MAY 1998





The mystery continues: only 65 Regents seen during the May ‘98 survey and 40 of those at Chiltern! Where are the other 1000 or so that we knew about last summer? This has been par for the coarse when it comes to May surveys. It certainly wasn’t for lack of looking as this past survey was the most successful yet in terms of the number of people participating and the coverage achieved.





So what did we get out the May survey? Beyond the very important fact that we got people out and looking, and we certainly aren’t going to solve any mysteries sitting at home, a couple of tantalising snippets emerged from the weekend.





Other than Chiltern, there were no Regent Honeyeaters seen at the usual “hotspots”. The Regents make a habit of arriving back at Chiltern in April so the recording of their presence was a, reassuring, formality. Elsewhere, the strategy of directing people away from the usual haunts paid off, for some at least. Regents at Bailieston near Rushworth, Jindalee State Forest near Cootamundra and Castlereagh Nature Reserve near Richmond, west of Sydney, are classic examples of birds that probably would not have been located had the survey not given people an excuse to visit these sites.





While the lack of flowering in many areas of inland NSW resulted in a number of frustrated surveyors many reported optimism in regards the amount of bud on the trees and were determined to return to these locations in better conditions. Interestingly, the Regents found at Chiltern, Jindalee State Forest and Castlereagh Nature Reserve were in flowering Mugga Ironbark Eucalyptus sideroxylon, precious little of which was reported flowering elsewhere. At Bailieston they were found feeding in Western Grey Box E. microcarpa, the species in which many of the Swift Parrots recorded were feeding. At Wyee Point, on the NSW central coast, they were in Swamp Mahogany E. robusta; at Ellalong, in the Hunter Valley, in Spotted Gum E. maculata; and at Whiporie, on the NSW north coast, they were associated with mistletoe in Spotted Gum.





Other than the 40 birds at Chiltern the maximum recorded at any one location was eight. It could be that the birds are moving around in very small groups. This could partially explain why they are  proving difficult to locate at this time of year. Larger flocks, such as those at Chiltern, tend to be fairly vocal. Small groups may be less so and thus easily overlooked.





Perhaps we are piecing together parts of the puzzle without really knowing it.





Lets hope that the August survey adds some more pieces. If you missed out on both Regents and Swifties, and you were certainly not in the minority, there is hope as reports suggest that the nectar resources in Victoria are declining. This may mean that Swift Parrots could head further afield looking for resources and where there are resources there is also hope ... and perhaps a few Regents.





Remember they’re out there somewhere, we just have to find them.








Location�
No.�
Activity�
Observer�
�
Chiltern, Vic�
40�
Feeding in Mugga Ironbark�
E. Collins�
�
Bailieston, Vic�
2�
Feeding in Western Grey Box�
F.T.H. Smith�
�
Jindalee State Forest, NSW�
3�
Feeding in Mugga Ironbark�
J. Bounds�
�
Castlereagh Nature Reserve, NSW�
6�
Feeding in Mugga Ironbark�
E. Vella�
�
Wyee Point, NSW�
1�
Feeding in Swamp Mahogany�
D. Moon�
�
Ellalong, NSW�
8�
Feeding in Swamp Mahogany�
J. Meynell�
�
Whiporie, NSW�
5�
In bush garden�
J. Cavanaugh�
�



