Cooktown Capers

       A report on a 3½ day trip from Cairns to Cooktown in far north Queensland, Australia (just down from the pointy bit)

It was raining cats and dogs (where did that expression come from?), when we headed out of Cairns on Christmas Day ticking off feral birds Common Mynas and Spotted Turtle-Doves; the native birds had more sense and were sheltering. The journey north to Mossman was viewed through the windscreen wipers, but undaunted we turned off north of here to Newell Beach to look for Barn Swallows. Plenty of bedraggled swallows were perched on the powerlines, but we couldn't recognise any as Barn, they were all Welcomes. A visit to the beach had Little and Crested Terns as well as one Pelican standing on an offshore sandbar. Back on the main road north towards Daintree the rain was still pouring down. When we reached the turn off to the Daintree River ferry we spotted a few birds perched on the powerlines and upon checking them out we found nine Red-rumped Swallows amongst the Tree Martins. This was our first sighting of this bird since 1987 when they were at Edmonton south of Cairns. Red-rumped Swallows have been seen in this area previously. Their red rumps were quite noticeable even in their sodden state and they were noticeably larger than the Tree Martins, that sighting more than made up for the weather.

The ferry was just leaving the northern bank when we arrived so we quickly looked in the rainforest patch beside the shop and found a male Shining Flycatcher fossicking around and calling in the undergrowth. The journey north from the ferry to Cape Tribulation was uneventful with only a few tour buses and hire cars along the way. The Bloomfield Track, after Cape Tribulation is definitely 4WD vehicles only with a few creek crossings and steep jumpups to negotiate. The Cowie and Donovan Ranges were particularly bad with the wet road and deep ruts, we had no problem in our 4WD, but several hire vehicles with drivers who had obviously no experience driving 4WD’s were struggling. Quite dangerous for inexperienced drivers in the rain and the slippery muddy conditions; one group stopped on a particularly steep muddy section, they were driving a brand new Nissin Patrol, which was good enough to traverse the slippery hill from a standing start. The Bloomfield Track starts in the rainforest, following the coast before the country changes to eucalypt woodland near Wujil Wujil on the Bloomfield River. In good weather there would be plenty of birding opportunities along this 32km stretch from Cape Tribulation. We crossed over the causeway on the Bloomfield River, passing through Wujil Wujil and following the river on its northern bank. By now the weather had eased off a bit so we stopped at a boat ramp and had lunch. Mangroves fringed the river; a Striated Heron darted amongst the roots looking for his lunch and a Shining Flycatcher shot across the river. On the other side of the road was a small patch of rainforest, which had a fruiting tree in it, this was attracting, Pied Imperial Pigeons and a squadron of Metallic Starlings. Some of the other birds we heard here were Emerald Dove, Rufous Shrike-Thrush, Black Butcherbird and Orange-footed Scrubfowl.

From here we passed through the small township of Ayton, nobody in sight must be eating their Christmas dinners! Cedar Bay National Park was the next highlight, but the road passes through with no obvious stopping off points - still the rain fell down. Then came another small township of Rossville, a few people here, must be walking off their Christmas dinner, then past the famous Lions Den pub near Helenvale, which was shut, before joining up with the main Cooktown Development road. This stretch from the Bloomfield River was 46km.and Black Mountain comes into view towards the end of this section, quite an impressive site, a loose jumble of black boulders - the black is actually an algal and lichen crust. The area is now a national park complete with car park and viewing platform, as it wasn’t raining we stopped. From the platform we could hear the call of the Rock Haunting frogs Cyrtodactylus galgajuga discovered in 1982, deep within the boulders. This frog lives here in the five-kilometre square granite outcrop and nowhere else. With over 100 species of birds recorded in the area it should have been a good spot, but the weather was still against us and we only saw a few bedraggled birds, Helmeted Friarbird, Cicadabird, Spangled Drongo, Varied Triller and White-bellied Cuckoo-Shrike. Also heard here was Little Bronze Cuckoo, Yellow Spotted Honeyeater, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo and Rainbow Lorikeet. The road was still gravel as it headed to the Annan River, with Keatings Lagoon another good birding spot just beyond. However the heavy rains had filled the lagoon to overflowing and flooded the surrounding melaleuca forest. The causeway leading to the parking area was also flooded and closed off but a pair of Intermediate Egrets fishing on it thought it was alright as did a group of six Comb-crested Jacanas who were up to their bellies in the water foraging. 

Our home for three nights was only a couple of kilometres further along the road on the outskirts of Cooktown. Milkwood Lodge has six self-contained timber cabins overlooking a powerlines reserve giving good views to the rainforest beyond on an adjacent block. The block alongside is also rainforest and contained a few good birds. We didn’t explore in here, but ticked of the calls coming from within, Buff-breasted Paradise Kingfisher and Noisy Pitta were the most vocal. A Wompoo Pigeon obligingly flew past and flocks of Rainbow Lorikeets were noisily feeding on a few flowering trees. The rest of the day was spent relaxing on the veranda and watching flocks of Pied Imperial Pigeons heading back out to offshore islands after a day feeding on the mainland. 

During the night we heard a Southern Boobook calling from the hill behind the cabin and in the morning the dawn chorus included a Common Koel, Channel-billed Cuckoo and Grey Whistler. It had been raining for most of the night and was still drizzling in the morning, but undaunted we set off on the Hopevale road north. It was along here that we saw our first Frill-necked Lizard as it comically headed off the road on its back legs and up the nearest tree. This one was almost black which is normal for around here, quite unlike the ones we had been used to seeing in the Northern Territory around Darwin, which were rufous in colour. The road passed by an interesting looking melaleuca swamp, but we only heard a Common Koel sing out from within. Almost immediately on the left we turned off into Poison Creek Road where the vegetation was an interesting open woodland habitat, here we added White-throated Honeyeater, Pale headed Rosella, White-throated Gerygone and Grey Shrike-thrush to the tick list. We took the next turning right after a few hundred metres and rejoined the main road heading north again, a Brush Turkey ran out of a small patch of rainforest and a couple of Torresian Crows flew up off the road from feeding on a rather squashed dead looking critter. 12km out of Cooktown is the airport where we added Blue-faced Honeyeater and Yellow-bellied Sunbird. A further 3km on the left is Barretts Lagoon, which is an almost entirely covered in water lily. Here we saw Comb-crested Jacanas, Green-pygmy Geese and Royal Spoonbills, but no other waterbirds, even though there was a large body of clear water at the far end. They must have dispersed due to the wet weather. Back on the road again we had Scaly-breasted Lorikeets and Red-tailed Black Cockatoos flying over. The mixed rainforest and woodland habitats gave way to cleared paddocks about 15km from the lagoon; this is Hazelmere Station and cattle country. A small flooded area in one of the paddocks had Straw-necked Ibis, Black-necked Stork, Royal Spoonbill, Intermediate and Great Egrets as well as Masked Lapwing in and around the ponding. Along the edge of the road a couple of the remaining trees had several Metallic Starling nests being attended to. An adjacent paddock had a small dam with Australian Wood Duck in it and alongside, in a dead tree, a very wet Brown Falcon and nearby a pair of Blue-winged Kookaburras were perched; a Brush Cuckoo was calling from some trees at the back of the paddock.

7kms further north the Battlecamp road to Laura (approx 64km west), joins the Hopevale road, this is the road we took. We had travelled this road back in 1986 and were impressed by the variety of vegetation types that it passes through. An excellent brochure on the vegetation was put out by Anne and Peter Radke from Yuruga Nursery (PO Box 220, Walkamin, QLD 4872), several years ago and well worth getting a copy, if it’s still available. The road goes on into Lakefield National Park, but we only went along the road for 7km to Isabella Falls. Not quite how we remembered it, now it has 44 gallon drums along the downside and a pair of someone’s skiddies hanging off one of them along with the all too familiar rubbish and dead tinnies. We didn’t stay long before turning around due to the rainy weather and heading back towards Cooktown, we did add Red-backed Fairy-Wren and Leaden Flycatcher to the list along the road. 11kms from Isabella Falls on the Hopevale road is the north branch of the Endeavour River with a small picnic area on the bank by the bridge, ideal for morning smoko. This proved to be a great birding spot where we saw 38 species in 1¼hrs including Wedge-tailed Eagle, Emerald Dove, a pair of Azure Kingfishers, Fairy Gerygone, Yellow Honeyeater, Varied Sittella, Black Butcherbird and Great Bowerbird. We left the river just as the rain started pelting down again and headed back into town.

After a midday siesta we headed back to Keatings Lagoon to investigate it more thoroughly. We parked on the southern side of the main road bridge as access to the car park was still cut off. From here a track followed what was normally the edge of the lagoon but due to the heavy rain the track was flooded and required a few detours. About 250m along the track is a bird hide, which is accessed via a small bridge, this gives good views over the open water. Not much to see, only two Australian Pelicans gliding by, two pairs of Green Pygmy-Geese and about 15 Wandering Whistle Ducks on the far bank. We continued further along the path through the edge of the melaleuca swamp, where a flock of Magpie Geese were roosting and a Large-billed Gerygone was attending a nest, onto a picnic area. This picnic area is about 700m from the main road and consists of a table and chairs as well as a barbecue, not quite the weather for outdoor entertainment today. A Lace Monitor rushed up a nearby tree and several other critters leapt into the water from their perches beside the water, probably some kind of water dragons. A Whistling Kite and a Brown Falcon were soaring overhead along with the two pelicans that had taken to the air. Back at the car we spied a White-bellied Sea-Eagle perched in a tree across the road.  From here we headed back towards town about a kilometre and turned off right on the Golf Course road, which leads to Quarantine Bay, 5km from the main road. The beach was devoid of birds as there were eight dogs roaming on it, most from recently built houses on the seashore. There were a couple of Crested Terns patrolling out at sea and a tree full of juvenile Metallic Starlings on the edge of the beach; time to retire back to comfortable lodging, put the feet up and have a cold beer!

The Boobook was calling again during the night as the rain came down in buckets. The morning didn’t look very promising so we slept in until 6 o’clock before getting up and having a leisurely breakfast. Birdos being the eternal optimists, we decided to give the Shipton’s Flat area a go 36km from Cooktown. It was still pouring down when we took the Helenvale road and on to the Lions Den Hotel where we saw a very wet Nankeen Kestrel perched on powerlines. From here it is 3.7km to the Shiptons Flat turn off on the right and a further 11kms to Twin Forks swimming hole. This stretch of road winds its way through eucalypt woodland and patches of lowland rainforest, which contain a good variety of bird species. We did manage some birding in between the rain; Red-browed Finch, Spectacled Monarch, Banded Honeyeater, Lemon-bellied Flycatcher, Pale-yellow Robin and Superb Fruit-Dove were new ones for our trip list. The cattle grid bridge by Twin Forks was where we decided to turn around and slowly return back along the track, which by now was awash. Further back along the track we met some friends from the Atherton Tableland who were plant spotting so we stopped for a yarn before continuing. The weather started to clear as we neared the end of the track so we decided to turn around again and catch up with our friends. Along the way Metallic Starlings were hovering like honeyeaters trying to catch newly hatched termites (flying ants), in the higher eucalypt canopy and good views of Fairy Gerygones were had in the rainforest. We caught up with our friends at Twin Forks and decided to continue along the Mt. Poverty road with them. The euc. woodland contained Cycads, which were very tall and probably several hundred years old, not much bird life though, only saw a Forest Kingfisher. After 8½km we turned left, off the Mt. Poverty road, onto the Mt. Misery road (wonderful names), travelling about 500m down to the Normanby River-east arm. The area is rainforest with many birds singing out, Eastern Whipbird, Noisy Pitta and Brown Cuckoo-Dove amongst them. We parked up and decided it was lunchtime just as a Pied Monarch landed on a tree trunk in front of us, another wonderful bird. The rain held off long enough for lunch and a quick walk back up the track where we found a Yellow-breasted Boatbill, Wompoo Pigeon and Scarlet Honeyeater. Once again the rain started falling so we said farewell to our friends and headed back to Cooktown, stopping off along the way, managing to see some Buff-breasted Paradise Kingfishers after hearing them calling on the previous three days.

The rest of the return journey was uneventful in the rain, which started to clear near Cooktown. We decided to go through the town to the wharf to look for some waterbirds. A Brown Booby was perched on one of the wharf poles alongside several Crested Terns, a few Silver Gulls flew by and we scoped Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Lesser Sand Plover and White-bellied Sea-Eagle on some sandbars in the Endeavour River. On the edge in the mangroves a Common Sandpiper was resting on the mud bobbing its tail. Another White-bellied Sea-Eagle was perched high on the hill behind overseeing proceedings. Yet again the rain came so we retreated back to Milkwood Lodge for a bottle of wine to end an interesting if wet day. 

The following morning in the rain we left Cooktown to head back to Cairns at 6.55. Most of the road from Cooktown to Lakeland Downs is gravel and with all the rain it was also badly potholed, a sign along the way warned of dust holes! more like miniature lagoons. The areas on both sides of the road were swamps as was parts of the road; a Black-necked Stork thought so as he foraged on the road. We saw our first Magpie along this stretch as we kept an eye open for a lagoon between the Normanby rivers east and west. It was like one continuous lagoon, but we did come across an area that had a few Australian White-Ibis and Royal Spoonbills in it, maybe this was the lagoon! A stop at the Normanby River West (61km from Cooktown), to photograph the water on the bridge was rewarded with a pair of Radjah Shelducks perched in a tree and Double-bar Finches along the road. The bitumen started again just before Lakeland, which is 82km from Cooktown, and the rain stopped. Here we had Australasian Grebe, Black Duck, Golden-headed Cisticola, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Torresian Crow, Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike, and House Sparrows. The road south was interesting not for the birds but for the creeks which were all flowing, most in flood. Our previous trips along here were in the dry season and the creeks were dry sand beds, what a contrast now. About 100kms from Lakeland is the McLeod River, usually a good birding stop, but the rain started to pelt down again so we carried on to Mt.Carbine, another good birding area, which was also awash. We passed Ron Stannard from Kingfisher Park taking a busload of birdos towards Mt. Carbine but they would be lucky to see anything in the rain. 

We headed for Cairns and were disappointed at not being able to bird along the road from Cooktown as we had planned and we ended up back at home by midday.

We didn’t see anything that we couldn’t see in and around Cairns, but its always good to get away from the “home patch”. The country around Cooktown provides a variety of habitats within easy day trips and it is also a good stopping off point on the way up the Cape if you take the coastal Bloomfield Track. The Bloomfield Track was closed off shortly after Christmas this year (1997) and a five tonne weight limit imposed on the road from Lakefield to Cooktown.

Species List

Cairns to Craglie 25/12/97

Orange-footed Scrubfowl - 2 sheltering under tree on Palm Cove golf course.

Pacific black Duck

Masked Lapwing

Spotted Turtle-Dove

Helmeted Friarbird

White-breasted Woodswallow

Welcome Swallow

Metallic Starling

Common Myna 

Craiglie 25/12/97
Peaceful Dove

Rainbow Lorikeet

Forest Kingfisher

Spangled Drongo

Yellow Oriole

Figbird

Yellow-bellied Sunbird
Craiglie - Newell Beach 25/12/97

Great Egret

Intermediate Egret

Bar-shouldered Dove

Richards Pipit

Metallic Starling

Common Myna

Newell Beach 25/12/97

Australian Pelican

Silver Gull

Crested Tern

Little Tern

Pied Imperial Pigeon

Welcome Swallow 

Newell Beach - Daintree River Ferry 25/12/97

Whistling Kite

Brush Cuckoo

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Shining Flycatcher

Willie Wagtail

Yellow Oriole

Figbird

Red-rumped Swallow (9)

Tree Martin 

Daintree River Ferry - Cape Tribulation 25/12/97

Emerald Dove

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

Brown Gerygone  

Cape Tribulation - Bloomfield River crossing 25/12/97 

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Rainbow Lorikeet

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Yellow Oriole

Black Butcherbird

Bloomfield River crossing - Bloomfield River Boat Ramp 25/12/97

Red-browed Finch 

Bloomfield River Boat Ramp 25/12/97

Orange-footed Scrubfowl - h

Striated Heron

Masked Lapwing

Emerald Dove - h

Pied Imperial Pigeon

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

Rainbow Lorikeet

Little Bronze-Cuckoo (Maybe Gould’s - only heard)

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Dusky Honeyeater

Little-Shrike-thrush

Shining Flycatcher

Spangled Drongo

Cicadabird

Varied Triller

Yellow Oriole

Red-browed Finch

Yellow-bellied Sunbird

Metallic Starling 

Black Mountain Lookout 25/12/97 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

Rainbow Lorikeet

Little Bronze-Cuckoo 

Helmeted Friarbird

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Spangled Drongo

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike

Cicadabird

Varied Triller 

Keatings lagoon 25/12/97

Magpie Goose

Great Egret

Intermediate Egret

Comb-crested Jacana

Little Bronze-Cuckoo

Pheasant Coucal

Silver-crowned Friarbird

Grey Shrike-thrush

Yellow Oriole

Torresian Crow

Mistletoebird

Milkwood Lodge 25-28/12/97

Australian Brush-turkey

Orange-footed Scrubfowl - h

White-faced Heron - Flying over

Red-necked Crake - h

Bush-hen - h

Emerald Dove - h

Bar-shouldered Dove

Wompoo Fruit-Dove

Pied Imperial Pigeon

Rainbow Lorikeet

Brush Cuckoo - h

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Little Bronze-Cuckoo (Maybe Gould’s - only heard)

Common Koel - h

Channel-billed Cuckoo - h

Pheasant Coucal

Southern Boobook - h

Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher - h

Noisy Pitta - h

Fairy Gerygone

Helmeted Friarbird

Silver-crowned Friarbird

Macleay’s Honeyeater

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Dusky Honeyeater

Grey Whistler

Little-Shrike-thrush

Leaden Flycatcher

Spangled Drongo

Cicadabird - h

Yellow Oriole

Figbird

Great Bowerbird - h

Yellow-bellied Sunbird

Mistletoebird

Tawny Grassbird

Silvereye

Milkwood Lodge - Poison Creek Road (off the Hopevale road) 26/12/97
Australian Brush-turkey

Peaceful Dove

Bar-shouldered Dove

Rainbow Lorikeet

Common Koel - h

Pheasant Coucal

Forest Kingfisher

Helmeted Friarbird

Torresian Crow

Great Bowerbird

Metallic Starling

Poison Creek Road 26/12/97

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Red-winged Parrot

Pale-headed Rosella

Brush Cuckoo 

Grey Shrike-thrush

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike

Varied Triller

Cooktown Airport 26/12/97

Blue-faced Honeyeater

Spangled Drongo

Yellow Oriole

Yellow-bellied Sunbird

Barretts Lagoon 26/12/97

Orange-footed Scrubfowl - h

Green Pygmy-goose

Royal Spoonbill

Comb-crested Jacana

Bar-shouldered Dove

Pied Imperial Pigeon

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo

Rainbow Lorikeet

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet

Blue-faced Honeyeater

Brown Honeyeater

Spangled Drongo

Yellow Oriole

Figbird

Yellow-bellied Sunbird

Hazelmere Station - paddock beside side the road







26/12/97

Australian Wood Duck

Great Egret

Intermediate Egret

Straw-necked Ibis

Royal Spoonbill

Black-necked Stork

Brown Falcon

Masked Lapwing

Bar-shouldered Dove

Pied Imperial-Pigeon

Rainbow Lorikeet

Brush Cuckoo

Common Koel

Blue-winged Kookaburra

Magpie-lark

Yellow Oriole

White-breasted Woodswallow

Richards Pipit

Metallic Starling - nesting 

Battlecamp Road-10km to Isabella Falls  26/12/97

Bar-shouldered Dove

Pied Imperial-Pigeon

Red-winged Parrot

Forest Kingfisher

Red-backed Fairy-wren

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Dusky Honeyeater

Leaden Flycatcher

Spangled Drongo

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike

Yellow Oriole

Yellow-bellied Sunbird

Endeavour River Bridge-north arm  26-12-97

Orange-footed Scrubfowl

Little Egret

Wedge-tailed Eagle

Emerald Dove 

Bar-shouldered Dove

Pied Imperial Pigeon 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Rainbow Lorikeet

Red-winged Parrot

Brush Cuckoo - h

Little Bronze-Cuckoo 

Common Koel - h

Pheasant Coucal

Azure Kingfisher-a pair

Rainbow Bee-eater

Fairy Gerygone

Helmeted Friarbird

Blue-faced Honeyeater

Macleay’s Honeyeater

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Graceful Honeyeater

Yellow Honeyeater

Brown Honeyeater

Dusky Honeyeater

Varied Sittella

Grey Whistler

Little-Shrike-thrush

Leaden Flycatcher

Spangled Drongo

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike

Cicadabird - h

Varied Triller

Yellow Oriole

Figbird

Black Butcherbird

Great Bowerbird

Yellow-bellied Sunbird

Silvereye 

Keatings Lagoon 26/12/97

Magpie Goose

Wandering Whistling Duck

Australian Pelican

Little Egret

Intermediate Egret

Whistling Kite

Brown Falcon

Comb-crested Jacana

Rainbow Lorikeet

Brush Cuckoo

Pheasant Coucal

Large-billed Gerygone - nesting

Yellow Honeyeater

White-throated Honeyeater

Leaden Flycatcher

Spangled Drongo

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike

Cicadabird - h

Mistletoebird

Shiptons Flat Road - From Rossville Road turn off to Twin Forks - 11km  27/12/97

Australian Brush-turkey

Brown Goshawk

Brown Cuckoo-Dove

Emerald Dove 

Bar-shouldered Dove

Wompoo Fruit-Dove

Superb Fruit-Dove

Pied Imperial Pigeon

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

Rainbow Lorikeet

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet

Fan-tailed Cuckoo

Little Bronze-Cuckoo 

Pheasant Coucal

Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher - h

Blue-winged Kookaburra

Forest Kingfisher

Fairy Gerygone

Helmeted Friarbird

Silver-crowned Friarbird

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Graceful Honeyeater

Yellow Honeyeater

White-throated Honeyeater

Banded Honeyeater

Dusky Honeyeater

Lemon-bellied Flycatcher

Pale-yellow Robin

Grey Whistler

Little-Shrike-thrush

Spectacled Monarch

Pied Monarch

Leaden Flycatcher

Spangled Drongo

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike

Cicadabird - h

Varied Triller

Yellow Oriole

Figbird

Black Butcherbird

Great Bowerbird 

Red-browed Finch

Mistletoebird

Silvereye

Metallic Starling 

Normanby River East - 9km from Twin Forks on 

Mt Misery Road  7.1 E. 44.7N                   27/12/97

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 

Wompoo Fruit-Dove

Superb Fruit-Dove

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Rainbow Lorikeet

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher - h

Noisy Pitta

Brown Gerygone

Macleay’s Honeyeater

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Graceful Honeyeater

Scarlet Honeyeater

Eastern Whipbird

Little-Shrike-thrush

Yellow-breasted Boatbill

Black-faced Monarch

Spectacled Monarch

Pied Monarch

Spangled Drongo

Yellow Oriole

Black Butcherbird

Cooktown Wharf 27/12/97

Brown Booby

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

Bar-tailed Godwit

Whimbrel

Common Sandpiper

Lesser Sand Plover

Silver Gull

Crested Tern

Bar-shouldered Dove

Rainbow Lorikeet

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater

Varied Triller

Yellow Oriole

Figbird

Yellow-bellied Sunbird 

Cooktown-West Normanby River - 61km from 

                                              Cooktown 28/12/97

Australian White-Ibis

Royal Spoonbill

Black-necked Stork

Nankeen Kestrel - Archer Point turn off

Common Sandpiper - Annan River bridge

Peaceful Dove

Australian magpie 

West Normanby River  28/12/97

Rajah Shelduck

Rainbow Lorikeet

Common Koel - h

Helmeted Friarbird

Spangled Drongo

Yellow Oriole

Great Bowerbird

Double-bar Finch

Lakeland - 16km from West Normanby River     28/12/97

Magpie Goose

Pacific Black Duck

Australian Grebe

Black-shouldered Kite

Black Kite

Whistling Kite

Nankeen Kestrel

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

Torresian Crow

House Sparrow

Golden-headed Cisticola

White-rumped Swiftlet was all we could add on the way back to Cairns due to the rain. All up we managed to see 127 species despite the inclement weather in 3½ days.

References:
Birds of Queensland’s wet tropics and Great Barrier Reef  - Lloyd Nielsen

.

A good guide for beginners and experienced birdos alike. Maps and descriptions of good birding areas from Cooktown south to Townsville as well as species identification, status and range are included.

Hema Road maps, Townsville-Cairns-Cooktown and the Cape York one show the main roads and have some information about the areas covered but if you want more detail for the Cooktown area a Topographical map is essential.

Keith and Lindsay Fisher.
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